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 The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

August 30, 31 & September 3, 2025 
 
 
WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 
 

WELCOME to our guests and members as we gather for worship 
today! Please place your names in our red “Record of 
Fellowship” books. Also, please give attention to the written 
“News and Notes”. 

 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
O God, You resist the proud and give grace to the humble.  Grant us true 
humility after the likeness of Your only Son that we may never be 
arrogant and prideful and thus provoke Your wrath but in all lowliness be 
made partakers of the gifts of Your grace; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
WORSHIP NOTES 
“Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,” Jesus proclaims, but “he 
who humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 14:11). For your hope is in 
the name of the Lord, who humbled Himself unto death on the cross and 
was exalted in His resurrection. So, are you humbled by His cross, 
and “at the resurrection of the just,” He will say to you, “Friend, move up 
higher” (Luke 14:10, 13–14)? By His grace, the King will honor you “in 
the presence of a noble,” where your eyes will gaze upon the Prince, His 
dearly beloved Son (Prov. 25:7). As He has dealt so graciously with 
you, “do not neglect to do good and to share what you have” (Heb. 
13:16), and “do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers” (Heb. 13:2). 
Humble yourself and exalt your neighbor. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
731 O God, Forsake Me Not 

1 O God, forsake me not! 
Your gracious presence lend me; 
Lord, lead Your helpless child; 
Your Holy Spirit send me 
That I my course may run. 
O be my light, my lot, 
My staff, my rock, my shield— 
O God, forsake me not! 
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2 O God, forsake me not! 
Take not Your Spirit from me; 
Do not permit the might 
Of sin to overcome me. 
Increase my feeble faith, 
Which You alone have wrought. 
O be my strength and pow’r— 
O God, forsake me not! 

 
3 O God, forsake me not! 

Lord, hear my supplication! 
In ev’ry evil hour 
Help me resist temptation; 
And when the prince of hell 
My conscience seeks to blot, 
Be then not far from me— 
O God, forsake me not! 

 
4 O God, forsake me not! 

Lord, I am Yours forever. 
O keep me strong in faith 
That I may leave You never. 
Grant me a blessèd end 
When my good fight is fought; 
Help me in life and death— 
O God, forsake me not! 

Text: Public domain 
 

Baptism – Wesley David Schoening (10:30) 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 Service of the Word  

 
Introit  Psalm 75:1-2, 6, 9; antiphon: v.7 

P  It is God who executes judgment, 
  putting down one and lifting up another. 

C  We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks, for your 
name is near. We recount your wondrous deeds. 

P  At the set time that I appoint 
I will judge with equity. 

C  For not from the east or from the west 
and not from the wilderness comes lifting up. 

P  But I will declare it forever; 
I will sing praises to the God of Jacob. 

ALL  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

ALL  It is God who executes judgment, 
putting down one and lifting up another. 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray 
to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on 
earth. 

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for 
Your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 
Lamb of God: 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive 
our prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by Your Holy Spirit to 
follow the example of Your Son in true humility, that we may 
withstand the temptations of the devil and with pure hearts 
and minds avoid ungodly pride; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading Proverbs 25:2–10 

2It is the glory of God to conceal things, 
 but the glory of kings is to search things out. 
3As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth, 
 so the heart of kings is unsearchable. 
4Take away the dross from the silver, 
 and the smith has material for a vessel; 
5take away the wicked from the presence of the king, 
 and his throne will be established in righteousness. 
6Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 
 or stand in the place of the great, 
7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 
 than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 
What your eyes have seen 
 8do not hastily bring into court, 
for what will you do in the end, 
 when your neighbor puts you to shame? 
9Argue your case with your neighbor himself, 
 and do not reveal another’s secret, 
10lest he who hears you bring shame upon you, 
 and your ill repute have no end. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Hebrews 13:1–17 
 1Let brotherly love continue. 2Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained 
angels unawares. 3Remember those who are in prison, as 
though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since 
you also are in the body. 4Let marriage be held in honor among 
all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the 
sexually immoral and adulterous. 5Keep your life free from love 
of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I 
will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6So we can confidently 
say, 

“The Lord is my helper; 
 I will not fear; 
what can man do to me?” 

 7Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of 
God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their 
faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
9Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is 
good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, 
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which have not benefited those devoted to them. 10We have an 
altar from which those who serve the tent have no right to eat. 
11For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the 
holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned 
outside the camp. 12So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in 
order to sanctify the people through his own blood. 13Therefore 
let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he 
endured. 14For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city 
that is to come. 15Through him then let us continually offer up a 
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 
acknowledge his name. 16Do not neglect to do good and to share 
what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
 17Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping 
watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that 
would be of no advantage to you. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel Luke 14:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth 
chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1One Sabbath, when [Jesus] went to dine at the house of a 
ruler of the Pharisees, they were watching him carefully. 2And 
behold, there was a man before him who had dropsy. 3And 
Jesus responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it 
lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” 4But they remained silent. 
Then he took him and healed him and sent him away. 5And he 
said to them, “Which of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen 
into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?” 
6And they could not reply to these things. 
 7Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he 
noticed how they chose the places of honor, saying to them, 
8“When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not 
sit down in a place of honor, lest someone more distinguished 
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than you be invited by him, 9and he who invited you both will 
come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ and then 
you will begin with shame to take the lowest place. 10But when 
you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your 
host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’ Then 
you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at table with 
you. 11For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he 
who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
 12He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you 
give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your 
brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite 
you in return and you be repaid. 13But when you give a feast, 
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14and you will be 
blessed, because they cannot repay you. You will be repaid at 
the resurrection of the just.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 
Offering (10:30) 

 
842 Son of God, Eternal Savior 

1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 
Source of life and truth and grace, 
Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
Hallows all our human race, 
You our Head, who, throned in glory, 
For Your own will ever plead: 
Fill us with Your love and pity, 
Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

 
2 As You, Lord, have lived for others, 

So may we for others live. 
Freely have Your gifts been granted; 
Freely may Your servants give. 
Yours the gold and Yours the silver, 
Yours the wealth of land and sea; 
We but stewards of Your bounty 
Held in solemn trust will be. 

 
3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 

King of love and Prince of Peace; 
Hush the storm of strife and passion, 
Bid its cruel discords cease. 
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By Your patient years of toiling, 
By Your silent hours of pain, 
Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 
Stem our selfish greed of gain. 

 
4 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

Source of life and truth and grace, 
Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
Hallows all our human race: 
By Your praying, by Your willing 
That Your people should be one, 
Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: 
Here on earth Your will be done. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Offering (5:30 and 8:00) 

 
Stand 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. 
And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
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And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

 Service of the Sacrament  

 
Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 
had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body 
and His blood on the cross. 
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Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we 
beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with 
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and 
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. 
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Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant 
us peace. 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the service. 
Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members 
of our congregation or sister congregations of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod, and are not under church discipline in another congregation. 
 
Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those who 
need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when he 
approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire, highly diluted 
wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the cup of water). Please 
tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he approaches you at the Communion 
Rail. 

 
Distribution Hymns (please refer to the hymnal) 

 
628 - Your Table I Approach 

 
625 - Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread 

 
613 - To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All 

 
Stand 

 
Thank the Lord LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what 
He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His 
name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in 
joy with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

795 Voices Raised to You We Offer 
1 Voices raised to You we offer; 

Tune them, God, for songs of praise. 
Hearts and hands we bring in tribute 
For Your gifts through all our days. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Triune God, to You we sing! 

 
2 All creation joins to praise You; 

Earth and sky Your works display. 
Art and music, gifts You lend us, 
We return to You today. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
God, Creator, source of life! 

 
3 Christ, the song of Love incarnate, 

Touching earth with heaven’s grace, 
For Your living, suff’ring, dying, 
For Your rising, hear our praise! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Christ, Redeemer, Lord of life! 

 
4 Spirit, flaming through creation, 

Kindle faith within each heart. 
Lift our voices high in chorus; 
Through our hands Your love impart. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Spirit, Helper, breath of life! 

 
5 How can any praise we offer 

Measure all the thanks we owe? 
Take our hearts and hands and voices— 
Gifts of love we can bestow. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Triune God, to You we sing! 

Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110005811 
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